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end to roots, predicative and demonstrative. It is
clear, therefore, that, according to the manner in
which roots are put together, we may expect to find
three kinds of languages, or rather three stages in
the gradual formation of speech.

1.  Eoots may be used as words, each root preserv-
ing its full independence.

2.  Two  roots   may   be  joined   together  to  form
words, and in these compounds one root may lose its
independence.

3.  Two  roots   may   be   joined  together   to  form
words, and in these compounds both roots may lose
their independence.

What applies to two roots, applies to three or four
or more. The principle is the same, though it would
lead to a more varied subdivision.

Three Stages, Radical, Terniinational, Inflectional.

The first stage, in which each root preserves its
independence, and in which there is no formal dis-
tinction between a root and a word, I call the
Radical Stage. Languages, while belonging to this
first or Radical Stage, have sometimes been called
Monosyllabic or Isolating.

The second stage, in which two or more roots
coalesce to form a word, the one retaining its radical
independence, the other sinking down to a mere termi-
nation, I call the Terminational Stage. The languages
belonging to it have generally been called agglutina-
tive, from gluten, glue.